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Cut, weed & transfer
adhesive vinyl
Regular adhesive vinyl on a mat  |  Beginner guide

Gather: compatible Cricut + blade, mat, adhesive vinyl, weeder, scraper and transfer tape.

1 Design & size

Measure your surface. Size the design in Design
Space; keep Mirror off for a normal, front-facing
decal. Choose a simple shape for your test cut.

2 Load & test

Place regular vinyl color-side up, liner down, on
a compatible mat. Choose the exact material
preset. Test-cut a small shape: cut the vinyl,
keeping the liner intact.

3 Weed the extras

After cutting, unload. Lift away the unwanted
vinyl with a weeder. Leave the design on its liner
and remove small centers in letters.

4 Add transfer tape

Use standard tape for smooth vinyl; use the
maker's recommended grip for textured vinyl.
Cover the design. Press and smooth with a
scraper, then flip and press the back.

NEXT: Apply your decal and peel the tape on page 2.

Settings and results vary with equipment, blade/mat condition, vinyl brand and type, and project surface. Follow manufacturer
instructions and test on scraps first. This guide covers adhesive vinyl, not iron-on/HTV.

AI-generated instructional illustrations; not photos of a tested project.

Independent tutorial. Cricut is a trademark of Cricut, Inc.; no affiliation or endorsement.
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Finish your decal, then use the quick fixes below if something sticks or lifts.

5 Position & press

Clean and dry your surface. Peel the paper liner
away from the tape and decal. Align, tack one
edge or the center, then smooth outward.

6 Peel & check

Fold transfer tape back close to the surface and
peel slowly. If a piece lifts, lay it back down,
press again, and retry. Follow the vinyl maker's
care instructions.

Make the transfer easier

Vinyl stays on the liner

Press the tape onto the design again, then flip and
press the back. Peel the paper liner away from the
tape and decal.

Decal lifts with the tape

Lay it back down and press again. Peel the transfer
tape slowly, folded back close to the project
surface.

Choose the right tape

Standard tape suits smooth vinyl. Textured Cricut
Glitter and Shimmer need StrongGrip; it can be too
strong for other finishes. Check your brand's
instructions.

Test before the full design

Use a small basic shape. Confirm the vinyl cuts
cleanly while its paper liner remains intact before
cutting the full project.

Sources checked Oct. 13, 2026: Cricut vinyl guide Transfer tape guide Design Space Mirror

Settings and results vary with equipment, blade/mat condition, vinyl brand and type, and project surface. Follow manufacturer
instructions and test on scraps first. This guide covers adhesive vinyl, not iron-on/HTV.

AI-generated instructional illustrations; not photos of a tested project.

Independent tutorial. Cricut is a trademark of Cricut, Inc.; no affiliation or endorsement.
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